
Assessment changes to 

GCSEs - September 2016

How does this impact on Year 10 and Year 
11 pupils?



Assessment in 2016

ÅPupils achieve GCSE grades A* to G

ÅPupils achieve Vocational grades Level 2 Distinction * -

Level 1 Pass



Assessment in 2017

ÅGCSE English Language, Literature and GCSE Maths no 
longer graded as A*-G

ÅNumbers 9 ð1 will now be used.

ÅOther GCSE subjects will remain as grades A* - G until 2018 
or 2019.

ÅThe exam results will show a combination of  grades and 
numbers. 



How do the old and new 

grades compare?

You will notice that some of  the new GCSE grades 

overlap the old GCSE grades.

Because the content in the new GCSEs is so different 

there is no simple and direct way to convert between 

the old GCSE A*-G grades and the new number 

grades. 

Sixth Forms, Sixth Form Colleges and apprenticeship 

providers have been instructed that if  a new Grade 4 is 

still good enough to allow a student to access a Level 3 

course, then this should not change with a Grade 5 

now being recognised as ôGood Passõ. 
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How will the government ensure fairness?

ÅTo ensure that the new system is fair to those students taking the new exams 

the government has fixed the percentages of  students gaining particular 

grades against the old system. 

ÅSo for example the same proportion of  students that gained an ôAõ and above 

in the old GCSEs will now gain a grade 7 and above in the new GCSEs. 



Subjects being assessed as a 1 to 9 in é..

2018

ÅArt & Design, Biology, Chemistry, 

Computer Science

ÅDance, Double Science, Drama, 

ÅGeography, History, French, Music

ÅPhysical Education, Physics, 

Religious Studies

2019

ÅBusiness Studies, Design & 

Technology, ICT, Media Studies 



Key Assessment Dates

Year 10

Å30th November ðAssessment Point 1

Å12th December ðMain Report

Å27th February ðMini Report

Year 11

Å12th October ðAssessment Point 1

Å24th November ðRevision skills and 
Parents evening 

Å1st December ð7th December: Mock 
Exams

Å14th December ðAssessment Point 2

Å20th December ðMock Results 
released



GCSE ENGLISH

ÅKings students study the Edexcel 9-1 GCSE in English Language, 

English Literature and Spoken English.

ÅLevels will be awarded for English and English Literature.

ÅSpoken English will be either be pass, merit or distinction.



English language

ÅEnglish Languageis the most important GCSE for all students 

along with maths. It is a core subject and compulsory for 

everyone.

ÅLast year 71% of  entrants achieved a higher grade pass in English 

(C or higher).



Two for the price of  one-

English Literature

ÅEnglish Literature is the study of  books, plays and poetry.

ÅFrom 2016 it will be regarded as equivalent to English Language 

on studentsõ CVs.



Exams at end of  year 11

ÅEnglish Language

ÅFiction and Imaginative 
Writing 40%

ÅNon Fiction and 
transactional writing 60%

ÅEnglish Literature

ÅShakespeare and Post 
1914 Literature 50%

Å19th Century novel and 
Poetry since 1789 

Å50%



What books will be read?

ÅA Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

ÅPride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

ÅAn Inspector Calls by JB Priestley

ÅThe Woman in Black by Susan Hill

ÅAn anthology of  poems

ÅA Shakespeare play



Trips

ÅWhen possible, GCSE students are taken on visits to the theatre 

in order to see stage versions of  the texts that they are studying.



Preparation

ÅThe best preparation that students can do for GCSE 

English is to read widely.

ÅStudents who read for pleasure are the highest achievers in 

school, especially in English and maths: the two most 

important subjects.



How to help

ÅEncourage reading: this includes newspapers and magazines.

ÅGet your child to read something and then tell you what its about.

ÅEncourage them to be adventurous in their vocabulary: have a thesaurus 

handy!

ÅChallenge them to tell you why an author might have chosen to use a 

particular word or phrase.

ÅPoint out spelling errors or comma splices.

ÅHelp them see their books as a revision tool.



Where to turn for help
ÅBBC Bitesize is a fantastic website for GCSE revision-both 

language and literature.

ÅBBC Skillswiseis helpful if your childõs spelling and 
punctuation are weak.

ÅFree Rice is a great place to brush up on vocabulary.

ÅEnglishBizis worth a look.

ÅYou Tube also features lots of  films to help students revise for 
their GCSES.



Buy a revision guide at a Discounted price

ÅYou can order a revision guide and workbook through us 

for £5.50 (£12 in the shops).

ÅLook out for letters in the future offering the chance to 

buy literature revision guides too.



And of courseé

ÅYou can contact your childõs English teacher or me at any time.

Åa.easton@kings-international.co.uk



Ms Herniman Mrs Quartey Mrs El Kommos     Mr McGonnell

Mrs Catchpole Mrs Bartley Mrs Holliday           Mrs Barton

Mr Langley                      Mr Evans

Accelerated Learning Team



Courses within the Mathematics Department

ÅMathematics GCSE Foundation and Higher Level

ÅStatistics GCSE Foundation and Higher Level



Headline figures

Mathematics Attainment

A* - C   71%             A*/A      13%

Mathematics Progress

3+ levels of progress   72%

4+ levels of progress   28%

5+ levels of progress   8%



Headline figures

Statistics Attainment

A* - C   71%             A*/A      16%

Statistics Progress

3+ levels of progress   72%

4+ levels of progress   23%

5+ levels of progress   2%



Changes to the Mathematics GCSE Curriculum

GCSE Maths has changed and is getting more demanding for everyone:

ÅThe volume of  the content has increased.

ÅHarder topics are being taught at both foundation and higher level.

ÅThe total time for the examinations has increased from 3½ to 4½ hours.

ÅThere are fewer marks at the lower grades and more marks at the higher grade at both 

foundation and higher tiers.

ÅA new grading structure is being introduced from grade 9 to 1 to replace the familiar A* to G 

grading scale.

ÅIn the assessment there is a greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical reasoning.

ÅStudents will be required to memorise formulae ðfewer formulae will be provided in 

examinations.



Assessment

The curriculum areas to be assessed are as follows

ÅRatio, Proportion and Rates of  Change

ÅNumber

ÅAlgebra

ÅStatistics and Probability

ÅGeometry and Measures



Examinations

ÅThree equally weighted written examination papers at either Foundation tier or Higher tier.

ÅPaper 1 is a non-calculator paper.

ÅEach paper will have a range of  question types, utilising both structured and unstructured 

questions.

ÅGrading 9 ð1 overall, with questions targeted at 1 ð5 at Foundation tier and at grades 4 ð9 

at Higher tier.

ÅCommon questions between tiers: Grades 4 and 5 are the overlap grades between 

Foundation and Higher tiers.



Top tips to help your children with maths

Å Make sure they have the right equipment and they bring it into school every day

Å Make sure homework has been set and is being completed every week

Å Ask them to explain what they have been doing in class and work through examples

Å Encourage them to seek help from their teacher if  they do not understand something. 

Å Review and revise work on a regular basis



Support for your children outside the 

classroom

ÅCatch-up sessions after school on a Monday

Å1-2-1 sessions

ÅTutor sessions in the morning

ÅMaths competitions ïInter-House, Inter-School and National Competitions

ÅRevision guides and practise books

ÅWorkshops at Wellington College



Useful websites/computer programmes

Maths Watch

Mymaths

BBC Bitesize

NRICH

Corbett Maths

Mr Bartonôs Maths

Khan Academy

Taking Maths further



Key Stage 4

Science

Exam board: AQA



Core Additional Triple

B1 25% B2 25% B3 25% Biology + 

ISA

C1 25% C2 25% C3 25% Chemistry 

+ ISA

P1 25% P2 25% P3 25% Physics + 

ISA

ISA 25% ISA 25% ISA 25%

Current Year 11



Current Year 11

Homework

ÅSet every Friday

ÅDue the following Friday by Assessment

ÅTo revise for a specific module eg: B2, C2 etc

ÅPast papers, markschemes, specification summaries and powerpointsall on 

Studentshared/ Science/ Year 11/ REVISION materials

ÅSupport sessions set for the following Wednesday and/or Friday ðother 

days by arrangement

Assessment

ÅWeekly past exam papers completed under exam conditions as much as 

possible

ÅGrade boundaries used to measure outcomes

ÅComparison to Target grades and LOP to measure success



Current Year 10 

Grades 1 - 9 only 



Current Year 10

Homework

ÅSet every Monday

ÅDue the following Monday by Assessment

ÅTo revise for a specific module including most recent classwork

ÅPast papers, markschemes, specification summaries and powerpointsall on 

Studentshared/ Science/ Year 11/ REVISION materials

ÅSupport sessions set for the following Wednesday and/or Friday ðother 

days by arrangement

Assessment

ÅWeekly 30-40 minute assessment completed under exam conditions as 

much as possible

ÅGrade boundaries used to measure outcomes ðroughly mapped to grades 

1-8

ÅComparison to Target grades and LOP to measure success



Resources

Åwww.aqa.org.uk/science

Åwww.bbcbitesize.co.uk

ÅCGP revision guides and workbooks

ÅStudentshared/Science/Year 

11/REVISIONmaterials

http://www.aqa.org.uk/science
http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/


Religious Studies is 

about making people 

religious but I donôt 

want to be a vicar.

In Religious Studies you just 

read the Bible.

RS has nothing to do 

with me or the órealô 

world

No one cares about 

your opinionYou wonôt learn about 

non-religious views.

Why do we study RS at GCSE?

Religious Education in England is 

mandated by the Education Act 

1944, the Education Reform Act 

1988 and the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998.

The provision of Religious Education 

is compulsory in all state-funded 

schools.



Religious Studies is a 

relevant qualification for 

ANY job which involves 

working with other people. 

The UK is a multi-faith 

society and an 

understanding of our 

differences will help us live 

and work together 

peacefully.


